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declaring war or neutrality or making peace, nor is Chapter
even the power of making commercial treaties con-    __1
ceded. In the case of war or neutrality it is easy to see
that the special character of such action which still is
performed for the whole Empire dominates the situa-
tion, but there is nothing essentially necessary in
the withholding of the power to conclude commercial
treaties and minor engagements. Again there is no
delegation of the power to accredit envoys to foreign
states, though the Governor-General is empowered to
receive foreign envoys appointed to the Dominion, a
procedure inevitable of course on practical grounds. In
these matters of foreign relations it has been the prac-
tice for the King to act on the formal advice of a
British minister, and issues of war or neutrality still
are decided on the final authority of the British
Cabinet. In the minor matters of international inter-
course the procedure adopted by most of the Do-
minions1 employs the formal assistance of a British
minister, though the real advice is that of the Dominion.
But, as has been seen, the Irish Free State has elimi-
nated even the formal participation of any British
minister, and has with the permission of the King
secured the creation of its own seals for such purposes.
A point of great importance arises from the new
departure. Under the older form of action the British
Government was necessarily informed of the wishes of
the Dominion, so that the resolutions of the Imperial
Conferences of 1923 and 1926 enjoining such informa-
tion were automatically complied with. Under the new
procedure, while the obligation of prior communication
of the intention to negotiate is unimpaired, it remains
1 For Canada's view in 1929 see Keith, Journ. Comp. Leg. xii. 100.